Water management for healthcare microbiologists – draft scope
The Healthcare Infection Society (HIS) is seeking stakeholder views on the draft scope for this new guideline. The proposed priorities to be covered in the guideline are indicated below. Please provide feedback on the proposed priorities, including their relative importance. Resources for developing the guideline will be limited, and so suggestions for what to deprioritise if you wish to propose another topic for inclusion in the guideline would be welcomed.

TOP PRIORITY TOPICS;

1. How to use guidance and develop a risk-based approach to water wastewater safety – the requirement to move away from guidance and compliance to a risk based approach. This will also show how to establish water safety groups and water safety plans appropriately. It will also prepare organisations where they have a new build process to establishment of a project water safety group.

2. Clinical hand wash stations – where to place/not to place, mitigating splash risks, how to choose a sink and an outlet, how to arrange items at a clinical hand wash station.

3. What should be on the agenda of the water safety group?

4. Surveillance of water wastewater borne infections (clinical and environmental) - how to do, which organisms, what baselines,

5. Point of use filters – when to use, how to select, how to install correctly, how to maintain, when to remove, requirement for water testing.

6. The periphery of the water system – Common water and wastewater risks in the built environment and potential mitigations

7. How to conduct a periphery of the water system risk assessment

8. Overview of water systems and control methodologies

9. New build major refurbishment- how to proceed, what are the risks, water free care, wetting of water systems, commissioning of water systems
